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Japanese texts and English texts
in the middle are written by Juri
Suzuki, English texts in the right
side are collected by Mitchell Thar.

Japanese texts and English texts
in the middle are written by Juri
Suzuki, English texts in the right
side are corrected by Mitchell Thar.
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October 11th 2013
Amsterdam, rain

I'm writing this text in Amsterdam,
The Netherlands. It's October and
it is raining all day long. I'm sitting
in front of my MacBook Air. There
are a few printed paper pages
of berlin Chronicle and Hashish
in Maeseilles and One way street
and The Work of Art written by
Benjamin and the book which title
is Phenomenology of perceptopn
written by M. Merleau Ponty is on
the table.

On the tablet, behind my MacBook
Air are two other devices I'm not
using right now, it's an HDDs of
3TB and a pen tablet. I'm sitting
with my back towards a window. |
can also see a memo, my agenda,
tissues, a watch, my Ipad, a note-
book, some pens and a glass of tea.

in the Netherlands I'm studying
something where Art and Archi-
tecture meet. I'm reading texts of
W. Benjamin; Berlin chronicle, one
way street, etc. i'm trying to write
an autobiography, about Japan
and Fukushima, my life in Tokyo,
my thoughts on living in Holtand
and how my thought consequently
changed about Japan.

| try to write my autobiography
which is connected with Japanese
city and environment. Because |
had grown up in Japan, so | think
if | write about my thoughts or
memory, it has to be connected
with Japanese environment which
is city, language etc.

| studied architecture in Japan, and
got interested in the cities of Japan.

When | studied at Architecture, |
was getting to interested in about
urban planning and how people
live in Tokyo which is quite big
city, but public transportations
are so smoother than Amsterdam,
and houses are expensive, but
we can find our houses if you can
pay for that, and we can buy our
food 24 hours whenever you want.
| was so wondering about these
unnaturalness about the natural
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Amsterdam, rain

I'm writing this text in Amsterdam,
The Netherlands. It's October

and it is raining all day long. I'm
sitting in front of my MacBook Air.
There are a few printed-paper
pages of “A Berlin Chronicle” and
“Hashish in Marseilles”, also "One-
Way Street" and "The Work of Art"
written by Benjamin. The book titled
"Phenomenology of Perception”
written by M. Merleau-Ponty is on
the table.

On the tablet, behind my MacBook
Air, are two other devices I'm not
using right now: it's an HDDs of
3TB and a pen tablet. I'm sitting
with my back towards a window. |
can also see a memo, my agenda,
tissues, a watch, my Ipad, a note-
book, some pens and a glass of tea.

in the Netherlands I'm studying
something where Art and Archi-
tecture meet. I'm reading texts of
W. Benjamin; “A Berlin Chronicle”,
"One-Way Street”, etc. I'm trying to
write an autobiography: about Japan
and Fukushima, my life in Tokyo,
my thoughts on living in Holland
and how my thoughts consequently
changed about Japan.

| try to write my autobiography,
which is connected with the
Japanese city and environment.
Because | had grown up in Japan,
[ think if | write about my thoughts
or memory, it has to be connected
with the Japanese environment
that is city, language, etc.

| studied architecture in Japan,
and became interested in the cities
of Japan.

When | studied Architecture, | was
getting to interested in urban plan-
ning and how people live in Tokyo,
which is quite a big city, but public
transportations are so much
smoother than Amsterdam. Houses
are expensive, but we can find
our houses if you can pay for that,
and we can buy our food 24 hours
whenever you want. | was so
wondering about this




convenient daily life.

| was born in Fukushima, my
friends and family are still living
in Fukushima. On the day of the
Earthquake, March 11th 2013, my
hometown became a different place
for me.

unnaturainess in the controlled
consumption and convenient
daily life.

| was born in Fukushima; my
friends and family are still living
in Fukushima. On the day of the
Earthquake, March 11th 2013,
my hometown became a different

. place for me.
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October 24th 2013
Amsterdam, sunny

{'ve been thinking about what are
is. At this point I'm thinking it's
information, a message which
can not be expressed in words.
Things that should be clear in an
art context, should at least be clear
for the maker. There should be
no ambivalence. Looking at art is
like being a detective, | actually
really enjoy watching dorama of
detective. | actually really enjoy
watching some Japanese drama
of detective.

Only when there is a relationship
established between the artist and
the viewer, a work of art can be
appreciated. The message of the
artist is received by the viewer.

I think the viewer should confront to
the art works when you see the art
work. The artist should be sincere
to his art work. To make a work of
art, an artist has to face him - or
herself. At least for me, making art
means facing myself and my work
feels like it's a piece of me, like it's
my child.
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I've been thinking about what art
is. At this point, I'm thinking it's
information, a message which
cannot be expressed in words.
Things that should be clear in an
art context should at least be clear
for the maker. There should be no
ambivalence. Looking at art is like
being a detective.l actually really
enjoy watching diorama of detec-
tives. | actually really enjoy watching
some Japanese drama about
detectives.

Only when there is a relationship
established between the artist and
the viewer, a work of art can be
appreciated. The message of the
artist is received by the viewer.

| think the viewer should confront
the artworks when you see the art
. The artist should be sincere to
his artwork. To make a work of art,
an artist has to face him or herself.
At least for me, making art means
facing myself.
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October 27th 2013
Amsterdam, sunny and rain

There was a lot of rain this morning.
The sound of the rain wakes me up
for most days the past weeks. Last
night the clock went from 2am to
1am, from summer to winter time.
We could sleep one hour longer.
Japan doesn't have summer or
winter time. The system is hard
to understand for Asian people.
| think the system is made up to
compensate for the difference in
hours of sunshine in winter and
summer. In Japan the difference
in hours of sunshine is not as
big and makes a system like this
unnecessary.

When | was in Japan last summer |
went to Daikanyama. It's the most
fashionable area in Tokyo for the
young generation. It's like the
Jordaan in Amsterdam. The new
hot spot is "Tsutaya” , it's a video
and CD rental where you can also
buy books and magazines, use their
internet of watch TV. How does a
new shop turn into a hot spot? Is
it a matter of smart advertising?
Who control the information and
who make the shop hot spot for
the costomers?

Nowadays the "Tsutaya"is every-
where in Japan. It's open for 24
hours or it closes at 2 or 4 am.
When a japanese person thinks
of a video rental they instantly
think off "Tsutaya” . My image of
Tsutaya is that Tsutaya is always
placed their shop in a bit far from
city center. Tsutaya is placed along
the state highway or around the
underground station.

This new shop serves Starbucks
coffee and is set in a very
fashionable building. That's why
young people use it as a dating
spot and it's a healing spot for
Tokyo? In what sense a healing
spot? It is mimicking as if it is
like a healing spot. Japanese are
educated to become a consumer.
There are many Garden and park,
but many people don't use it often.
We don't notice how the park is
nice place to take a rest. There
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There was a lot of rain this morning.
The sound of the rain wakes me
up for most days the past weeks.
Last night the clock went from 2am
to 1am, from summer to wintertime.
We could sleep one hour longer.
Japan doesn’t have summer or
wintertime. The system is hard to
understand for Asian people. | think
the system is made up to compen-
sate for the difference in hours of
sunshine in winter and summer. In
Japan the difference in hours of
sunshine is not as big and makes
a system like this unnecessary.

When | was in Japan last summer
| went to Daikanyama. It's the most
fashionable area in Tokyo for the
young generation. It's like the
Jordaan in Amsterdam. The new
hot spot is “Tsutaya™: it's a video
and CD rental where you can also
buy books and magazines, use
their Internet or watch TV. How
does a new shop turn into a hot
spot? Is it a matter of smart adver-
tising? Who controls the information
and who makes the shop the hot
spot for the customers?

Nowadays, the “Tsutaya” is every
or it closes at two or four am. When
a Japanese person thinks of a
video rental they instantly think of
“Tsutaya”. My image of Tsutaya is
that it's always placed their shop a
bit far from the city centre. “Tsutaya”
is placed along the state highway
or around the underground station.

This new shop serves Starbucks
coffee and is set in a very fashion-
able building. That's why young
people use it as a dating spot, and
it is a healing spot for Tokyo. In
what sense a healing spot? It
mimics as if it is a healing spot.
The Japanese are educated to
become a consumer. There are
many gardens and parks, but many
people don't use it often. We don’t
notice how the park is a nice place
to take a rest. There is sometimes
no one in the park instead of café
or McDonald's. If | go to a café or
MacDonald’s or Starbucks, there
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is sometimes no one in the park
instead of café or MacDonald. If
| go to a café or MacDonald or
Starbacks, there are always a lot of
people and crowded and there is a
cue. | hate that and even if the shop
is imitating as if it is fashionable
and neat and surrounded by the
green and trees, | really hate that
and | can puke when | think about
Daikanyama Tsutaya.

When | went there, it was crowded
with young couples. Famiries
and girls and guys that spend the
weekend with their friends. They
wear a bit dressed up. For example
the girl wears high heal and skirt
and jacket and she has a handbag,
and | have never seen that kind of
girls hang a rucksack in Tokyo. The
guy wears jeans and sneaker and
T-shirts. It is normal but quite neat.
All the women are carefully made
up their face. And some women's
nail are painted and even decorated
in the special shop. Almost of all
women's hairs are dyed to brown
or light brown. It is difficult to find
a woman who doesn't take care of
her nails in Tokyo.

The shop is covering three
buildings which are connected
by wood decks and the green
grass and snall trees and gravels
are carefully studded around the
buildings.

are always a lot of people and it is
crowded with a queue. | hate that,
and even if the shop is imitating
as fashionable and neat and sur-
rounded by the green and trees,

| really hate that and can puke
when | think about Daikanyama
“Tsutaya”.

When | went there, it was crowded
with young couples. Families and
girls and guys that spend the week-
end with their friends. They look

a bit dressed up. For example,

the girl wears high heals and skirts
and jackets with handbags, and |
have never seen that kind of girl
wear a rucksack in Tokyo. The guy
wears jeans and sneakers and
T-shirts. It is normal but quite neat.
All the women carefully make up
their faces., and some women’s
nails are painted and even deco-
rated in the special shop. Almost
all of the women's hairs are dyed
to brown or light brown. It is difficult
to find a woman who doesn’t take
care of her nails in Tokyo.

The shop is covering three buildings
that are connected by wood decks
and the green grass, and small
trees and gravels are carefully stud-
ded around the buildings.
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The art is the language doesn't use
a language. The art is a language in
another form.

30th Oct 2013
Amsterdam, sunny and cloudy

The art is the language doesn't use
a language. The art is a language
in another form.

30th Oct 2013
Amsterdam, sunny and cloudy

Art is the language that doesn't
use a language. Art is a language
in another form.




